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Potwin PRIDE News 
  
The PRIDE steering committee met January 17 and talked about projects for the year.  One of them is 
replacing the sign along the highway as it is beginning to look bad.  Bud DeBacker had agreed to help 
with this project.  We are also looking at working on the signs at the Ken Whittington Memorial Plant a 
Row for the Garden.  We still have plans to work on the bulletin board at the Post Office.  We will start 
these projects when the weather gets warmer. 
  We are still working with the Lions Club to put up new playground equipment at King Park.   We 

are gathering information about kinds of equipment we want and how to fund the project.   
 

Melvina Jones, secretary    
 

 

 
Frederic Remington Area Historical Society Lecture 

Free and open to the public. 
 

February 4, 2019 
Monday at 7:00 p.m. 

Frederic Remington High School 
 

8850 NW Meadowlark Road, Whitewater, KS 67154 
 

 Milton Claassen, MD, Newton will discuss The Heritage of the Abraham (1825-1910) and 
Anna (Bergmann, 1838-1917) Claassen Family. This will include life in West Prussia prior to coming 
to Kansas in 1877.  After purchasing 320 acres along Henry Creek and while their home was being 
built, they stayed with the John Harder, Sr. family for a short time, before moving to a log cabin on 
one of their properties. Leaving a farm of about 74 acres in West Prussia and relocating to one of 
320 acres here, must have been quite an adjustment. That family of six now has 1008 descendants, 
306 of which are spouses. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



REMINGTON USD 206 SCHEDULES 

BOND INFORMATION MEETINGS 

Voters in the Remington School District (Butler County U.S.D. No. 206) will go to the 

polls on March 5, 2019 to decide if now is the time to address facility and educational 

challenges in the District’s attendance centers.  The bond issue election requests the 

authority to issue $9,975,000 in general obligation bonds to finance improvements to 

all three District attendance centers.   

The bond issue proposal was developed by a District Facilities Steering Committee 

over many months.  The Committee consisting of parents, patrons, and educators 

assessed District schools, looked at options for needed improvement, met with USD 

206 staff, and considered needs verses wants.   The Committee also held meetings in 

the District to seek patron input.   After much study, thought, and meeting, the 

Committee came to consensus to target three primary areas for improvement:  (1) 

Safety and Security; (2) Additional classroom and support spaces for efficient 

education; and (3) Additional space for Physical Education and wellness  of students 

and community members. 

The Committee reported their findings to the USD 206 Board of Education and they 

approved a resolution in June of 2018 scheduling an election and making application 

to the State Board of Education for permission to conduct an election.   As the size of 

the bond issue requests fit under the State’s bond cap, the District received approval 

from the State for the election and potential bond issue. 

The District and KIDS Committee have scheduled informational meetings as follows: 

Thursday, Feb. 7th  7:00 PM  Potwin Community House 
Saturday, Feb. 16th 4:00 PM DeVeers Venue in Elbing 

Monday, Feb. 18th 7:00 PM Remington Middle School in Whitewater 
Wednesday, Feb. 20th 1:00 PM Whitewater Library 

Thursday, Feb. 21st 7:00 PM Federated Church in Whitewater 
Monday, Feb. 25th 7:00 PM Remington Elementary School in Potwin 

Thursday, Feb. 28th 7:00 PM Furley United Methodist Church in Furley 
Monday, March 4th 7:00 PM Remington High School 

 
If approved by voters, the bond issue projects will affect every school and every 

student in the Remington School District.   Controlled-access entrances are planned 

at all 3 schools for enhanced security.  Needed storm shelter improvements are 

proposed at both Remington Elementary and High Schools. 



 

Construction of a new Music Room will be reinforced to also function as a new storm 

shelter at the Elementary School.   Construction of a new multi-purpose classroom at 

the High School will also be reinforced to function as the storm shelter for this 

building.  Air-conditioning improvements are also a part of the plan.  

Remington Middle School will be improved with construction of a new Media Center.  

The existing Media Center will be repurposed for Special Education and other needs.  

The new Media Center will be connected to the Tech Lab and the goal is to create an 

educational area conducive to today’s project-based learning and independent study 

for students. 

A new PE/competition gym and Wellness Center addition is proposed for Remington 

High School.  The new gym will feature seating for 2,000 spectators and will improve 

schedules for Physical Education and Team Sports competitions.  It will provide 

spaces for cardio, fitness, weights and a walking track around the top of the gym for 

use by both students and District patrons.    A new multi-purpose room is also 

included for many activities and training.  

The District feels that now is an opportune time for the bond and projects with low 

interest rates available in the bond market.   The Plan of Finance is to “wrap” the new 

bonds around existing bonds of the District that are schedule to retire in 2030.  The 

proposed new bonds will require a net increase in the bond and interest levy of 7.9 

mills—an estimated tax increase on a $100,000 home of $7.57 per month. 

The District has formed a volunteer K.I.D.S. (Keep Improving District Schools) 

Committee to develop and implement an informational campaign to educate voters 

about challenges, solutions, and the bond issue cost.   The KIDS Committee is 

developing information and planning meetings to share information with voters prior 

to the March 5th Election Date.   The Chairpersons of the KIDS Committee are Rusty 

and Stephanie Meyer and Jenifer Klaassen.   For more information, the KIDS 

Committee has developed a Facebook page (Remington USD 206 Bond Issue). 

This article is the first in a series provided by the USD 206 KIDS (Keep Improving 

District Schools) Committee to help district patrons understand the March 5 bond 

issue proposal.  The goal of the K.I.D.S. Committee is that every voter in USD 206 

has enough information to make an informed decision on this important question 

on Election Day. 

 



 



  



 

Valentine’s Day – A great day for Chocolate! – or Chocolate cake!! 
My Grandma Moore had the best chocolate cake recipe and l am going to share it with you. My family loves this cake baked in 
a 9x13 pan for 35 minutes and then sprinkled with powdered sugar instead of frosted.  It is especially good served warm with 
a glass of milk.  My kids and grandkids always like this cake for their birthday.    
LaVonne Baker 

 

Mix ½ cup Hershey’s Cocoa, 1 teaspoon 
baking soda and 1 cup boiling water. 
Mix together and let cool while mixing 
other ingredients. 
In small bowl add: 
2 cups flour 
¼ teaspoon salt 
Mix together and set aside. 
 
In large mixer bowl, put ½ cup Crisco shortening and 2 cups 
sugar.  Mix well.  Add 2 eggs, ½ cup buttermilk (or soured 
milk-1 T vinegar in almost half cup milk) and 1 teaspoon 
vanilla.   
 
Add ¼ flour mixture, mix well, then 1/3 cocoa mixture, mix 
well.  Repeat until ending with flour. 
 
Pour into greased and floured 9 inch cake pans and bake for 
25 to 30 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center comes 
out without being gooey.   
Let cool in pans for 10 minutes, then invert onto racks to cool 
completely.  
 
Frost with chocolate frosting. 
 

2 cups flour 
¼ teaspoon salt 
½ cup Crisco shortening 
2 cups sugar 
½ cup cocoa 
1 cup boiling water 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
2 eggs 
½ cup buttermilk 
1 teaspoon vanilla 

 

 

 
Souper Bowl Sunday Soup Dinner 

First United Methodist Church of Potwin 
123 N. Anita 

 

Sunday, February 3 
12:00 to 1:00 PM 

 
Youth will be serving chili and potato soup as well as relishes, desserts, and drinks in the church basement 

 
Free will donation for youth mission activities 

 
Everyone is invited to come support the youth 

 

 



Some Valentine’s Day Facts 
 
Valentine’s Day is a $15 billion industry in the United States.  

 
About 1 billion Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged each year, meaning that Valentine's Day is 

the second largest card holiday of the year, just behind Christmas.  
 
Teachers receive the most Valentine’s cards, followed by children, mothers, and wives. Children 

between the ages of 6-10 exchange more than 650 million Valentine cards a year. 
 
 Over 50% of all Valentine's Day cards are purchased in the six days prior to the holiday, with 

women purchase approximately 85% of all valentines. 
 

On Valentine’s Day, nearly 189 million stems of roses are sold in the U.S. 73% are purchased 
by men.  
 

The most popular is a single red rose surrounded with baby’s breath. The red rose was the 
flower of Venus, the Roman goddess of love.  
 

In the 1800s, doctors had their patients consume chocolate in order to calm their pining for lost 
love. About this same time, Richard Cadbury produced the first box of chocolates for 

Valentine’s Day.  
 
Consumers now buy over 58 million pounds of chocolate for the holiday.  

 
The Valentine candy “conversation hearts” have a shelf life of five years.  

 
Men spend almost twice as much on Valentine’s Day as women do, about $130. 
 

In America, Valentine's Day is the second busiest day of the year for restaurants. 
 
More than one-third of men would prefer not receiving a gift. Less than 20% of women feel the 

same way. 
 

There are about 220,000 marriage proposals each Valentine's Day (10 percent of the annual 
total). 
 

On Valentine's Day, 9 million American consumers collectively spend over $700 million on their 
pets. 

 
Over 100 years ago, the Chicago post office refused to deliver about 25,000 Valentine postcards 
because their messages were not nice. The caustic cards were called “Vinegar Valentines.” 

 

 


