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Potwin PRIDE History 

 In 1985, Melvina Jones was the chairperson of the PRIDE steering 

committee with Doris McLain vice-chairperson and Carlene Sommers 

secretary-treasurer.  Tom Sommers was youth chairperson with Melvina 

and Ron Pugh as adult youth sponsors.  This was the year of the Potwin 

centennial celebration and Carol Williamson was the fourth grade teacher 

at the Potwin Elementary School.  She asked if there was a project her class 

could do and it was decided that they could plant flowers in barrels at the King Park, city 

building, community house and Post Office.  Later the barrels at the community house and 

Post Office were removed, but the fourth grade class has planted the other flower barrels 

every year until in 2019 when it didn’t work for them to plant them before school was out, 

but two fourth graders did plant them. 

 In 1986, Warren McLain was chairperson with Melvina vice-chairperson and Opal 

Graf secretary-treasurer.  Craig Jones was youth chairperson and Melvina was the sponsor.  

This year or the year earlier, Warren and Doris McLain, Francis Grabner, Tom Sommers, 

Craig and Melvina Jones attended the PRIDE Day at Kansas State University at Manhattan.  

Tom and Craig rode in the back seat of Warren’s station wagon facing backwards.  Warren 

learned about making homemade Christmas trees for the light poles.  He had Jack Wallace 

weld the current trees that the city puts up each year.  We strung the garland and lights on 

them.  The garland has been replaced once since then.  

 In 1987, Melvina was chairperson with Warren vice-chairperson and Opal secretary-

treasurer.  Craig was still youth chairperson and Melvina youth sponsor.  

In 1988, Melvina was chairperson with Dean Schmidt vice-chairperson and Pat 

Kasper secretary-treasurer.  Craig and Melvina were still on the youth committee.  In those 

days, we took pictures of our projects and put them in a project record book to be judged.  

Doris McLain put the project books together for several years.  We also had a community 

visit from a panel of judges.  At PRIDE Day, awards were given.  Potwin received the 5th 

place community cash award of $100 and media merit award for “This Is Potwin” 

newsletter. 

In 1989, Melvina was chairperson, Dean vice-chairperson, and Eleanor Smith 

secretary-treasurer.  Awards that year included 1st place community cash award of $500, 

leadership excellence award, and community outreach excellence award.  

 Look for more history next month. 

Melvina Jones, secretary  

 



 



 

Potwin PRIDE News 
 

 The PRIDE steering committee didn’t meet in April for the monthly meeting due to 

the current situation with the coronavirus.  Future projects planned may be changed.  

National Night Out has been changed to October 6.  As of now we will still sponsor city 

wide garage sales June 12 and 13 with Whitewater, but if no one signs up by May 29 or the 

coronavirus situation is still a problem, we will consider canceling the event.  You can return the form below by 

May 29 if you would like to sign up for a garage sale, but do not pay at this time.  

The advertisement fee of $6 will be collected the day of the sale. 

 Since this is the 50
th

 year of Kansas PRIDE, they have sent us a “Mr. Flat 

Stanley PRIDE” to use to take pictures of it with our projects.  Look for him in the 

pictures in the newsletter.  Also there is a coloring page for youth in this newsletter 

to color and take a picture at their favorite thing about our community.  If they take a 

picture and send it to potwinlibrary@wheatstate.com they will receive a prize and 

their picture will be printed in the newsletter.  If they want, Melvina or Tonya would 

take their picture for them to use.   

 We are still doing the Ken Whittington Memorial Plant a Row for the 

Hungry Garden project.  On April 2, Melvina Jones, Velene Brown, Charlie 

Baker, Alan Whiteside, and Judy Buffin cut up 60 pounds of potatoes at the 

Methodist Church garage while trying to stay 6 foot apart.  “Mr. Flat Stanley 

PRIDE” came by later after the potatoes were laid out to dry and also showed up at 

the garden for the planting.  On April 7, Melvina and 

Charlie Baker tilled the garden to plant ten rows of 

potatoes.    Youth from the Dyck and Blackfox families 

and John Boccia came to help, again trying to keep their 

distance from others.  On April 21, Melvina and the 

Dyck family youth planted 5 rows of sweet corn.  In 

May we will be planting the tomatoes, cucumbers, and 

sweet potatoes.   

Melvina Jones, secretary 
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LAWN HEROES 

620-752-3122 
Never Fear  

The  

Lawn Heroes 

Are Here. 

 

 
Summer Hours 

Monday – Saturday 
6am – 10pm 

Sunday 
8am – 8pm 

 
*Pizza area will shut down 30 minutes before 

the store closes 

 
 

2020 Potwin City Wide Garage Sales June 12 and 13 
  Sign up for the Potwin city wide garage sales on June 12 and 13.  Fill out the 

form below and return it by May 29 to the city office or Melvina Jones.   The $6 fee 

will be collected the day of the sales to help pay for advertising in the Shopper’s 

Guide, The Wichita Eagle, Newton Kansan, and Prairie Advisor. Your sale will be 

listed on the Potwin map and the maps will be distributed in Potwin and 

Whitewater. We will again have it the same day as Whitewater and advertise with 

them.  

Sponsored by Potwin PRIDE Inc.   

 

Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

Description of sale items: _____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________  

 

Friday __________  Saturday__________  Both days _____________ 
 
 
 
 



Hello Potwin: 

I hope everyone is staying safe and well in these unprecedented times.  I know you are all probably tired of cooking, 

or maybe you just need a couple of new recipes to get you back in the mood.  I have a spaghetti recipe that I have 

been making for over 50 years that my grandkids love. (My kids did too!)  They kind of turn their noses up at the jar 

sauce, and it is easy to make and so delicious.  I always make the sauce, then put my water on to boil for the 

spaghetti (I always use angel hair, because I like the thinness of it) but use whatever spaghetti you want.   

SPAGHETI MEAT SAUCE 

1 pound ground beef 
1 can chopped tomatoes 
1 6 ounce can tomato past 
1 or 2 - 8 ounce cans tomato sauce (depends on how saucy you want it) 
Salt and pepper to taste 
1 T. minced garlic or two cloves fresh garlic, minced 
1 small onion, chopped 
1 teaspoon paprika 
½ teaspoon dried basil  
¼ teaspoon dried marjoram 
¼ teaspoon parsley flakes 
1/8 teaspoon celery salt 
¼ teaspoon dry mustard 
2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce 
1 pound spaghetti or angel hair pasta 
Brown ground beef, onion, salt, pepper and garlic.  Drain grease and add rest of ingredients.  Be sure to measure 

spices, because too much of one kind will make the sauce bitter.  While cooking sauce on simmer, (you can simmer 

it up to 2 hours if you want) heat water for spaghetti and cook according to directions.  Serve with salad and garlic 

bread, if desired.   

 

We must always have dessert!  This pie is really easy and good, but it must be served warm.  If you have some left 

over, just put it in the microwave for 15 seconds and it’s just as yummy as the first time! 

 

EASY CHOCOLATE CHIP PIE 

½ cup flour    ¾ cup soft butter 
½ cup granulated sugar  1 cup chocolate chips 
½ cup packed brown sugar  1 cup chopped walnuts 
2 eggs, beaten    9 inch pie crust 
 

Line a 9-inch pie plate with pie crust, (boughten or homemade) 

Blend flour, sugar, and brown sugar into eggs, add butter, mixing well.  Fold in chocolate chips and walnuts.  Pour 

into pie crust.  Bake at 325 degree oven for 55 minutes or until knife inserted into middle of pie comes out clean.  

Serve warm with a side of ice cream. 

Happy cooking!   

LaVonne Baker 



 
 

News from the Manor 

 

Good Words from Chaplain Mike 
We are continuing to provide spiritual care in this “lockdown” time.   Chaplain is distributing 
daily devotionals during the week to residents.  He is also reading them to those who are 
unable.    Life Enrichment staff is helping with this and we very much appreciate that.  In 
addition, Chaplain is reading Scripture, singing with and praying for those that need 
encouragement.  We still do invite ones to come and have a prayer time outside the rooms 
that have the “praying hands” in the window—from 10 AM -12 PM daily until the 
quarantine is over.  We are also putting local sermons on Wheat State Manor’s Channel 2 
that residents can access in their rooms all day on Sundays.   Many thanks for your prayers.  
 We do need them and appreciate them!  Ephesians 6:18! 
 

          
 

May Birthdays 
Rex Newcom   9th 
David Smith   23rd 
Ellen Myers   25th 
Edna Fletcher   31st 
June Casteel   31st  
 

May Birthday Cakes 
Centre Point Church 

May 19th 

 

 
 

Help Wanted 

 RN or LPN 

 Certified Med Aide 

 Night Shift 
 

 

We ask that you continue to keep our residents and staff in your daily prayers. Although 
visitors are prohibited at this time, cards and notes are certainly welcome! Please 
prayerfully consider some family time with coloring pages to cheer our WSM family! You can 
either mail them or we can pick them up at the entrance door. THANK YOU for thinking of us 
during this difficult time! 
 



 

Grandpa Harry and the Unusual Trophy Collection – by Rick McNary 
Grandpa, why do you have that old saw hanging above your fireplace?” Ethan asked. “It’s kind of rusty.” 
“It’s a trophy,” Harry said.  
“A trophy? For what? It just looks like an old saw like you have out in the barn. I don’t see any words on it about what 

place it was and what the competition was. Who gave it to you?” 
“Well, Grandson,” Harry chuckled. “I gave it to myself.” 
“You gave yourself a trophy?” Ethan was incredulous. 
“Yep. My Daddy taught me to celebrate my success by giving myself my own trophies. He taught me not to wait on 

someone else to reward my successes, but to do it myself. So, through the years, I’ve learned to reward myself when I’m 
successful with some memento from that experience.” 

“Wow, that’s a great idea! I have some trophies I got in biddy basketball,” Ethan said. 
“Well, congratulations,” Harry said. “It feels good to win first place, doesn’t it?” 
“Oh, we didn’t win anything,” Ethan explained. “We didn’t keep score and no one won or lost, but we all got a 

trophy.” 
“Really?” Harry was puzzled. “They gave everyone a trophy but no one won or lost? I reckon I’ve never heard of that 

before. I guess I was just raised to where only trophies went to the person or team who won.” 
“So why is that saw a trophy?” Ethan asked. 
“Pretty simple, really,” Harry explained. “Gladys and I built this cabin all by ourselves and back in that day, I didn’t 

have a lot of fancy power tools so I just used hand tools. I used that saw a lot on this cabin and, when we finally moved in, we 
hung it up there as a trophy.” 

“You built this whole cabin with hand tools? Wow! Wasn’t that a lot of hard work?” 
“Of course, it was,” Harry chuckled. “But hard work is good for the soul. There is no sleep as sweet as the kind that 

comes when you lay down after a hard day of work.” 
“So, what other kind of trophies do you have?” Ethan scanned the room for other unusual things. 
“Well, let’s go see” Harry rose out of the old rocker. Chauncey, the golden lab curled in the corner, opened one eye 

then drifted back to sleep. 
“Over here on this shelf is the Bible that belonged to Gladys,” Harry flipped through the well-worn pages. “We were 

married 60 years before she passed away and she read this to me every morning before breakfast and every night before bed. 
This book had a lot to do with us having a good marriage; it has a lot of wisdom in it.” 

“I never thought about a book being a trophy,” Ethan. “What’s the in that little box there?” 
“That’s a Purple Heart,” Harry said as he opened the box. “Gladys made me put it there but I kind of wanted to keep it 

out of the way somewhere. I got that in World War Two.” 
“Wow, Grandpa, I knew you were in the war, but I never knew you were wounded.” 
“It’s not something I like to talk about or anything I like to think about. How about we go out in the barn and look at 

another trophy.” 
“Sure!” Ethan said, carefully placing the Purple Heart on the shelf. He clasped his hand in the old mans as they walked 

across the yard to the barn. Chauncey rose from his bed, stretched then fell in behind them. 
“Grandpa, I was thinking about my trophies from biddy ball on my shelf at home and suddenly they don’t seem very 

important. When they handed them out they told us that there were no winners and no losers.” 
“No winners and losers?” Harry chuckled. “Grandson, life is all about winning and losing. Life is a competition. 

Whether we like it or not, there are winners and there are losers. I wake up every day knowing that life is going to give me a 
fight or two and, by golly, I’m gonna win.  

“So how do you choose which ones to fight and which ones to walk away from?” 
“Oh, I don’t know. Most of its just paying attention to your gut.” 
They reached the barn and swung the door open wide. Since Ethan’s last visit, Harry had taken the old ’49 Ford Pickup 

into town for a paint job and a new sign. The old sign had read, “Withers and Son Trucking,” but the new sign on the shiny 
black pickup now read, “Withers and Grandson Trucking”. Ethan traced the new lettering with his fingers. Harry had promised 
that one day that truck would belong to Ethan. 

“Is this truck your best trophy, Grandpa Harry?” Ethan asked as he admired the new paint job.  
“No, Grandson,” Harry replied. “I like that old truck and it means a lot to me, but you’re my best trophy. You are 

turning into a fine young man and giving this old man a reason to wake up in the morning again. You’ve given me courage to 
keep fighting the battle of life to stay alive. You’re the best trophy I could ever want. You are my reward.” 
 



 
 

 

Whitewater Farm and Craft Market  

will open on May 23, from 8:00 until 12:00 

Due to recent events we will be taking extra precautions, spacing vendors 

out and vendors will wear gloves, masks. This is a requirement for us to open 

right now. 

Thank you for your continued support of your market,  

see you on May 23rd! 

__________________________________________________ 

  

Chelmsford Tea & Gifts 

We are OPEN for online orders; we now offer curbside pick-up Saturday 

between 10-12. 

Order online and choose the pick-up curbside option. When you arrive on 

Saturday, call me and I will bring your order out to the café table. 

Thank you for your continued support! Connie 


